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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 

Objects of the Company

The UK Friends of Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) was formed during this year as a not-
for-profit company limited by guarantee. It has no share capital and is registered with the 
Charity Commission. 

The charitable object of the company is ‘the advancement of education for the public benefit, in 
particular but not exclusively in:
- the history of Abraham/Ibrahim and its contemporary significance
- inter-religious and cultural relations between the Abrahamic traditions
- the practical skills to promote mutual understanding between different religious and racial groups
- and the Abraham’s Path route through countries of the Eastern Mediterranean and its develop-

ment as a route of walking and pilgrimage’.

In the process of registration, the founding trustees of the company also developed a 
working statement of the charity’s vision, mission and values, given below. Our most 
pressing need is to recruit Friends and helpers to grow the charity so that it can fulfill its 
role. So we have put a strong emphasis on awareness building and communication and 
are using this statement to help convey our goals to a broad audience. It is particularly 
important to us that our definition of the term “Abrahamic” is contemporary and wide - a 
metaphor for inclusiveness, respect and hospitality towards all cultures and faiths.  

Statement of Vision, Mission and Values

Vision
We want to see Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) flourish in the Middle East and its values 
embodied and reflected in the UK.

Mission
To educate people in the UK about Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) and to inspire them 
to walk and support it.

We do this by:
• Generating interest in the path through educational and cultural activities
• Facilitating UK travellers wanting to walk the path
• Developing practical skills in promoting understanding between diverse groups
• Raising funds to support our work and the development of the path 
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Values (we stand for...)
• Meeting and dialogue
• Hospitality and respect
• Shared humanity and recognition of diversity
• Social empowerment (including economic development in the Middle East and 

empowerment of people in the UK to participate in Path, raise funds, and take 
learning back to their communities)

Directors and Trustees 

The founding Trustee/Directors of the Company were:
Maxim Farrar
Helen Gilbert
Louise Sibley  (current Chair)

Two further Trustee/Director designates were identified in the course of registration who 
have now been appointed. These are:

Sean Gallagher
Anam Hoque

Sean Gallagher has kindly agreed to act as Treasurer to the Company. 

Review of the Year

Formation 
The Company was incorporated on 14th December 2010, following which the process of 
charitable registration was completed on 24th May 2011. We would like to extend great 
thanks to the Charities Commission and to Simon Wethered of Charles Russell for helping 
us through this process. In particular Simon gave up much personal time to guide us 
through what is inevitable a complex task.  

The trustees met frequently while this work was under way to explore and come to a 
unanimous view of the vision and mission of the charity and the work it could and should 
undertake. In particular, we looked carefully at the relationship between our role and the 
work being done by the Abraham Path Initiative (API),  which is incorporated in the U.S. 
and has been responsible for motivating, attracting funds for and directing the path-
building work on the ground in the Middle East. API’s former director of communications 
Dan Adamson, together with Max Farrar, inspired the setting up of the UK charity to 
attract British supporters. 

U K  F R I E N D S  O F  A B R A H A M ’ S  PAT H  ! A N N U A L R E P O RT  A N D  A C C O U N T  2 0 11

3



Strategic direction 
There are now some significant sections of Path open to walkers and travellers; and 
development work is ongoing under the auspices of the API.  Accordingly, we see the role 
of our charity as supporting the Path and encouraging British travellers to visit and 
experience walking in the region, by providing information, contacts, practical help and 
the emotional and spiritual tools for such a journey. While there is no formal relationship
between the British and US-based organization, we work in close co-operation.

For this reason two of our trustees were invited to attend and provide input to the strate-
gic review of the API which took place in November in Cambridge, Mass. This review has 
resulted in a change of direction for the Initiative, appropriate to the Path’s current stage 
of development, and means there will be a focus on guide-training and traveller support 
for the immediate future. 

Travellers
A priority for the charity is to develop a mechanism to log British travellers who want to 
or who have visited the Middle East under the auspices of Abraham’s Path (called the 
Masar Ibrahim in primarily Arab  territories) and to obtain comments on the experience.  
Meanwhile,  we are reliant on informal means and people getting in touch. We know of at 
least two groups who visited in 2011 and have followed up with them. 

In the Spring of 2011, trustee Louise Sibley visited Palestine and Jordan - her third time on 
the Path here - to continue building her experience and renewing local relationships. 
During this visit she spent two days walking on the segment between Duma and Taybeh 
(in Palestine) and accompanied the API’s communications director to a village meeting 
with a former Imam in the Ajloun region of Jordan. Here a local priority is to establish a 
reliable system for booking home stays. One of the challenges in the rural communities 
which provide local guides and accommodation for walkers is planning for foreign 
visitors.  Seemingly straightforward expectations such as appropriate bedding and provi-
sion of rooms for both men and women in a single party can be very testing. However the 
arrangements fall out, visitors always get the warmest of welcomes and sit down to a
delicious family dinner, served fresh from the kitchen, with an abundance of interest and 
conversation.
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Celebration 
On December 1st, the UK Friends held its first official event since being formed as a char-
ity, with a celebration of the Path. This took place in St Ethelburga’s Centre in the City of 
London and we owe great thanks to St Ethelburga’s staff and volunteers who helped us 
create a very special evening with the emphasis on story telling, music and hospitality.  
Over 50 people attended and we were able to re-engage with a number of our Friends who 
had expressed an interest over two years ago and to attract some valuable new people to 
the path.

In preparation for this celebration the trustees worked rapidly to develop a range of 
presentation materials and to set up a website as the portal for Friends to draw on infor-
mation about the path and connect with other travellers. Again, our great thanks are due 
to the help of Juwel Mahmud for volunteering his time and assistance and doing such 
great work in such a short time-scale. Many others gave a great deal of  help and support 
to 
get us ready for this meet. We are extremely grateful to everyone, not least the path 
co-ordinators on the ground in the Middle East who provided up-to-date information and 
advice about travelling. 

 For further details, visit our website at www.abrahamspath.org.uk

Donations and funds

Following incorporation,  the charity has received donations of £16,075 in the year ended 
December 31st. 

It is intended primarily to use donations to fund the following:

- Building our resources (information library, educational tools and communications)
- Developing a student travel bursary
- Funding path development work in the Middle East 
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Over 75% of this year’s income went towards path’s development to help establish local 
co-ordinators in-country.  This is essential both to giving travellers a point of contact in the 
country, for community outreach to establish routes, set up local home-stays and for guide 
training and development.

We would like to thank all our donors for their great generosity which makes this possible. 

Our aim for the future is to develop a variety of income streams including fund-raising 
activities and events.

Future priorities - people

In addition to setting up a traveller log, the main priority for the charity for the next two 
years is to attract Friends and build resources.

As part of this we will be working on a policy for volunteering, considering a membership 
scheme for Friends and thinking about how to spread our network of contacts. We are also 
planning to set up an advisory board who will help guide the UK Friends of Abraham’s 
Path in its early stages.

We are grateful to the Lords Leslie Griffiths, former member of the API Board of Directors, 
and Paul Boeteng who have kindly agreed to be Patrons of the UK Friends of Abraham’s 
Path and who have been extremely supportive of our ambition. Finally,  to Laurie Dennett, 
former Chair of the Confraternity of St James (CSJ), now Honorary Vice Chair, who has 
accepted the role of Honorary President of the UK Friends. Laurie was instrumental in the 
CSJ’s growth to its current renowned position in the arena of culture and pilgrimage. She 
also participated in the API’s original study tour. This took place in 2006 with the objective 
of seeing if the dream of a long-distance walking route following the trail of Abraham 
could become a reality. We are delighted that her wise counsel will be available to us as we 
set out on our own long journey. 
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PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT

UK Friends of Abraham’s Path provides information and educational materials to the pub-
lic about routes of walking and pilgrimage in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 
where the story of Abraham can be followed and about the contemporary significance of 
the Abrahamic story and in this way complies with its duty as set out in section 4 of the 
2006 Charities Act. 

In 2011, we did this through
• setting up a public website and Facebook group to disseminate information about the 

Path and how people in the UK can engage with it
• creating information materials for the same purpose 
• building our mailing list
• holding an event for Friends to update them on new segments opening and to convey 

our values and purpose.
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ACCOUNTS TO 31ST DECEMBER 2011

INCOME
Donations                                                                               16075.00
Interest                                                                                           5.47
Total Income                                                                          16080.47

EXPENDITURE
Contribution to Abraham Path                                                12692.00
UK Launch 1 December                                                           1004.38
AP Initiative meeting                                                                1100.83
Total Expenditure                                                                    14797.21

BALANCE OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE           1283.26

BALANCE SHEET as at 31 December 2011

ASSETS
Bank balance                                                                             2261.36
Cash balance                                                                                 75.00
Total Assets being Bank and Cash balances                             2336.36
Less Liabilities - Creditors                                                        1053.10

Total assets less total liabilities                                                 1283.26

Represented by Total Funds                                                     1283.26    
          
Audit Exemption
-For the year ended 31 December 2011 the company was entitled to exemption under section 477  
of the Companies Act 2006 ['the Act']
-  The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in 
question in accordance with section 476,
- The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act 
with respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts"
Approved by the Trustees on 10 March 2012 and signed on their behalf by Louise Sibley Chairper-
son.
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Independent Examiner's Report on the Accounts

Report to the Trustees of the UK FRIENDS OF ABRAHAM'S PATH  on the accounts for the 
period ended 31 December 2011 as set out in the attached Accounts.!

Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and Independent Examiner!
The Trustees [who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law], 
are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an 
audit is not required (under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the act)) and that an 
independent examination is needed.

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is 
eligible for independent examination as the Independent Examiner, it is my responsibility 
to!

• examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the Act);
• follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners (under section 43(7)(b) of the Act); and
•  state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement!
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept 
by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also in-
cludes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking ex-
planations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in a full audit, and consequently I 
do not express an audit opinion on the accounts.!

Independent Examiner's Statement!
In connection with my examination, no matters have come to my attention !

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the re-
quirements
• to keep accounting records!
• to prepare accounts which accord with these accounting records!
have not been met;! !

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper un-
derstanding of the accounts to be reached. !

Signed ....…………………………………………! Date: …………..........…………………..

MIKE EGAN FCA! !
168 Lee Lane, Horwich, Bolton  BL67AF
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