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OBJECTS OF THE COMPANY!!
The UK Friends of Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) was formed in 2011 as a not-for-profit 
company limited by guarantee. It has no share capital and is registered with the Charity 
Commission. !!
The charitable object of the company is ‘the advancement of education for the public benefit, in 
particular but not exclusively in:!
- the history of Abraham/Ibrahim and its contemporary significance!
- inter-religious and cultural relations between the Abrahamic traditions!
- the practical skills to promote mutual understanding between different religious and racial groups!
- and the Abraham’s Path route through countries of the Eastern Mediterranean and its develop-

ment as a route of walking and pilgrimage’.!!
The company also has a working statement of the charity’s vision, mission and values, 
used in all our public communication to help convey our goals to a broad audience. It is 
important to us that our definition of the term “Abrahamic” is contemporary and wide - a 
metaphor for inclusiveness, respect and hospitality towards all cultures and faiths.  !!
Statement of Vision, Mission and Values!!
Vision!
We want to see Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) flourish in the Middle East and its values 
embodied and reflected in the UK.!!
Mission!
To educate people in the UK about Abraham’s Path (Masar Ibrahim) and to inspire them 
to walk and support it.!!
We do this by:!
• Generating interest in the path through educational and cultural activities!
• Facilitating UK travellers wanting to walk the path!
• Developing practical skills in promoting understanding between diverse groups!
• Raising funds to support our work and the development of the path !!

Values (we stand for...)!
• Meeting and dialogue!
• Hospitality and respect!
• Shared humanity and recognition of diversity!
• Social empowerment (including economic development in the Middle East and 

empowerment of people in the UK to participate in the Path, raise funds, and take 
learning back to their communities)!!
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES!

Directors and Trustees !!
During the year, the Trustee/Directors of the Company who served throughout the year 
were:!
Debbie Young-Somers!
Max Farrar!
Sean Gallagher (Treasurer)!
Helen Gilbert!
Anam Hoque!
Louise Sibley  (Chair)!!
In August, in recognition of the UK Friends’ work, Louise Sibley was invited to join the 
Board of Directors of the Abraham Path Initiative (API), the non-profit company registered 
in the U.S. that, working with local partners, is developing the Abraham Path as a long-
distance walking trail. In this capacity, Louise will represent the interests of British walkers 
and of the UK charity on the Board and its path development work and will contribute to 
extending the API’s support network in Europe, in terms of fund-raising and building 
other European ‘chapters’.!!
Review of the Year!!
Fund-raising for the Path!
In April, a key fund-raising event was organised in London at the Oriental Club by the 
API and the UK Friends  to create a ‘Circle of Friends’ who would provide financial sup-
port to three path development projects. Similar events were also held in Boston and 
Chicago. The UK Circle event raised over £11,500 in donations and additional donations 
paid direct to the API.!!
Student trip to Israel and Palestine!
After a two-year gestation, Leeds Metropolitan University and the UK Friends pulled off 
the first student volunteering and walking trip to Israel and Palestine.  A nine-strong 
mixed-age, mixed-ethnicity group from Leeds and London travelled to Israel at the end of 
June for two intense weeks of living and working with small communities in the region. 
Friends’ trustee Max Farrar (and Emeritus Professor at Leeds Met University) co-led the 
group which travelled from Bethlehem to a Christian Palestinian farm and on to an Israeli 
eco-village on the edge of the Negev, then back north to Jerusalem.  It was a deeply-felt 
experience for the group and reflections from some of the travellers are given later in the 
Report. The overall achievement of the trip is such that Leeds Met Uni are aiming to run it 
again this summer. !!!!
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"  !! !! !
!
Travellers and Friends!
The flow of interest in walking the Abraham Path has not been so great this year as previ-
ously and we did not receive as many approaches from potential Middle East walkers, 
partly we suspect due to the ongoing perception of security in the region. We still aim to 
capture data from British travellers who want to or who have visited the Middle East and 
Abraham’s Path. However, we have been unable to progress this work due to other com-
mitments and pressures.  Joining one-day or short walks organised and led by local part-
ners is still a very good option for travellers to Israel or Jordan, but we are not usually in-
formed of British walkers who have done this. !!
Our belief that we must be more pro-active in UK-Friend-led walks is proving correct. A 
walk we are hoping to organise for this Spring in Jordan - including new segments of the 
trail - has generated great interest and we are working hard to get the walkers and make it 
happen.!!
!
Donations and funds!!
In the year ended December 31st 2013, the charity has received donations of £14,950.!!
These donations have been used, primarily to fund the following:!
- Creation of the online guide at www.abrahampath.org with detailed maps, accommoda-

tion suggestions and local contacts. This was published by API at the end of the year.!
- Funding path extension work by the API and local partners in the Middle East !
- Guide training!!
 A grant of £2000 was provided to Leeds Met University in order to sponsor the students 
on the Israel- Palestine trip thus making the trip affordable. This was in addition to the 
funding  provided for trip design and development during 2012. !!
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We would like to thank all our donors for their great generosity which makes this possible. !!
We will continue to work with API to attract donations in the UK for these purposes. We 
are also currently in the process of establishing Gift Aid and setting up an online giving 
facility.!!
Future priorities!!
The main priority for the charity continues to be attract Friends, to receive information and 
feedback from travellers and build resources. We still need significantly more people to 
come forward in order to achieve this.  Towards the end of the year, the trustees reviewed 
the charity’s social media activity with a view to being more active and have also decided 
to reshape the UK website, now that the online guide has been launched.!!

!!!
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!
PUBLIC BENEFIT STATEMENT!!
UK Friends of Abraham’s Path provides information and educational materials to the pub-
lic about routes of walking and pilgrimage in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 
where the story of Abraham can be followed and about the contemporary significance of 
the Abrahamic story and in this way complies with its duty as set out in section 4 of the 
2006 Charities Act. !!
In 2013, we did this through:!
• leading a volunteering and walking tour in Israel and Palestine for university students 

and young people to engage with Abraham’s Path!
• co-organising an information and fund-raising event at the Oriental Club in London to 

reach new potential supporters and walkers!
• managing a public website and Facebook group to disseminate information about the 

Path and how people in the UK can engage with it!
• preparing and distributing one electronic newsletter (in September) for Friends, with 

website and Facebook links!
• continuing to build our mailing list!
!

U K  F R I E N D S  O F  A B R A H A M ’ S  PAT H  ! A N N U A L R E P O RT  A N D  A C C O U N T S  2 0 1 3 !                                                         



REFLECTIONS ON A JOURNEY IN ISRAEL AND PALESTINE !
ORGANISED BY LEEDS MET UNIVERSITY & UK FRIENDS OF AP!!
Disclaimer: The authors of the reflections below took part in a student visit to Israel and the West Bank in 
the summer of 2013 during which time they volunteered in two different communities. They are expressing 
their own views and do not necessarily represent those of the Charity.!

Matthew	  :	  	  !
The	  sheer	  amount	  and	  impact	  of	  what	  I	  learnt	  and	  experienced	  in	  those	  short	  two	  
weeks	  will	  stay	  with	  me	  forever.	  From	  the	  highs	  of	  the	  breath-‐taking	  scenery	  of	  Abra-‐
ham’s	  Path	  to	  the	  lows	  of	  a	  refugee	  camp	  created	  a	  trip	  of	  a	  lifetime	  for	  me.	  Having	  
been	  lucky	  enough	  to	  go	  on	  a	  number	  of	  	  other	  volunteering	  trips,	  even	  I	  was	  surprised	  
at	  how	  emotional,	  complicated	  and	  deep	  the	  trip	  was	  for	  me.	  	  	  !
Two	  immediate	  and	  practical	  outcomes:	  I	  have	  cut	  down	  the	  time	  I	  spend	  in	  the	  shower	  
knowing	  of	  the	  dire	  water	  shortages	  on	  the	  Palestinian	  side;	  and	  I	  talk	  about	  the	  beauty	  
and	  safety	  of	  the	  region	  we	  hiked,	  travelled,	  home-‐stayed	  and	  laughed	  in.	  
	  	  
My	  aim	  from	  now	  on	  be	  able	  to	  conFidently	  answer	  back	  to	  the	  shocked	  faces	  and	  stern	  
enquires	  of	  ‘Why	  the	  hell	  are	  you	  off	  there?!’	  when	  I	  told	  the	  bank	  manager,	  friends	  and	  
colleagues	  that	  I	  was	  off	  to	  Israel	  and	  Palestine	  for	  two	  weeks.	  It	  is	  a	  place	  of	  historical	  
importance,	  beauty,	  culture,	  entrenched	  politics,	  the	  centre	  of	  the	  three	  Abraham	  reli-‐
gions	  and	  key	  to	  the	  future	  as	  we	  all	  know	  of	  the	  efforts	  that	  have	  gone	  into	  securing	  
peace	  in	  the	  Middle	  East.	  The	  people	  are	  so	  friendly	  which	  I	  am	  especially	  happy	  to	  re-‐
port	  due	  to	  the	  fact	  most	  will	  have	  either	  lived	  in	  fear	  or	  oppression	  all	  their	  lives.	  
	  	  
I	  have	  learnt	  that	  hope	  is	  an	  immensely	  powerful	  emotion	  -‐	  one	  that	  people	  spend	  their	  
entire	  lives	  living	  by	  and,	  for	  some,	  justiFies	  their	  very	  existence	  to	  HOPE	  for	  a	  solution	  
and	  for	  the	  Palestinians	  at	  least	  the	  hope	  to,	  one	  day,	  return	  to	  their	  homes.	  The	  state	  of	  
Israel	  was	  formed	  by	  the	  hope	  of	  the	  Jewish	  people	  for	  somewhere	  to	  Finally	  call	  home	  
and	  somewhere	  safe	  for	  them	  in	  the	  Land	  they	  believed	  was	  promised	  to	  them	  by	  God.	  I	  
will	  never	  use	  the	  word	  ‘hope’	  lightly	  anymore	  or	  lessen	  its	  use	  in	  future.	  
	  	  
I’ve	  learnt	  that	  no	  peace	  can	  come	  without	  justice	  too.	  How	  can	  there	  be	  a	  two	  state	  so-‐
lution	  when	  there	  are	  Palestinians	  who	  have	  no	  access	  to	  water	  or	  electricity?	  Those	  
basic	  needs	  were	  always	  in	  my	  head	  even	  in	  the	  relaxing	  times	  on	  the	  beach	  in	  Tel	  Aviv	  
and	  in	  the	  historic	  city	  of	  Jericho.	  I	  almost	  could	  not	  stomach	  the	  Herculean	  admiration	  
and	  awe	  for	  an	  ancient	  water	  cistern	  hand-‐carved	  in	  the	  rocks	  beneath	  the	  ground	  on	  
the	  Israeli	  side,	  as	  we	  knew	  they	  were	  still	  building	  and	  using	  them	  to	  collect	  rain	  wa-‐
ter	  on	  the	  Palestinian	  villages	  and	  farms	  scattered	  across	  the	  land.	  It	  was	  either	  igno-‐
rance	  or	  the	  human	  emotion	  of	  simply	  forgetting,	  especially	  in	  this	  case,	  that	  made	  me	  
feel	  so	  ill.	  It	  will	  be	  extremely	  difFicult	  to	  Find	  a	  solution	  due	  to	  the	  politics	  and	  views	  
that	  are	  entrenched	  from	  birth	  about	  the	  opposing	  sides.	  	  
	  	  
If	  only	  the	  path	  to	  a	  solution	  and	  true	  peace	  was	  as	  beautiful,	  thought-‐provoking	  and	  
inspirational	  as	  Abraham’s	  Path	  itself	  we	  would	  be	  in	  a	  much	  better	  position. 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Felix	  :	  !
One	  thing	  that	  I	  deFinitely	  got	  to	  appreciate	  a	  lot	  more	  after	  having	  seen	  all	  the	  injus-‐
tice,	  segregation	  and	  deprived	  living	  conditions	  in	  general	  of	  the	  Palestinians,	  is	  that	  we	  
in	  Western	  Europe	  have	  real	  democracies,	  with	  fair	  and	  (politically)	  independent	  juris-‐
diction.	  	  !
I	  experienced	  injustice.	  I	  also	  experienced	  hope.	  	  !
I	  remember	  Hamsah	  (a	  guide)	  saying	  that	  he	  was	  still	  full	  of	  hope	  for	  the	  return	  to	  his	  
family's	  house/land	  one	  day.	  And	  if	  not	  him,	  then	  maybe	  his	  children	  or	  
grandchildren...this	  hope	  I	  Find	  is	  good	  and	  inspiring	  although	  it	  might	  hold	  worrying	  
potential	  in	  the	  future.	  This	  hope	  is	  what	  keeps	  them	  going:	  	  alive,	  calm	  and	  mostly	  
peaceful	  -‐	  	  for	  now	  I'd	  say.	  But	  what	  happens	  with	  future	  generations	  who	  will	  get	  more	  
and	  more	  detached	  from	  the	  original	  conFlict?	  	  !
It	  is	  truly	  admirable	  that	  people	  like	  Hamsah	  or	  Amal	  (from	  the	  Tent	  of	  Nations)	  can	  still	  
be	  so	  positive	  and	  are	  able	  to	  transform	  negative	  feelings	  into	  something	  that	  can	  actu-‐
ally	  have	  a	  great	  positive	  impact	  on	  their	  local	  communities	  but	  also	  inspire	  visitors	  
like	  us	  with	  their	  great	  attitude!	  !
I've	  also	  learned	  that	  it	  is	  difFicult	  to	  talk	  about	  this	  conFlict	  with	  many	  Israelis.	  There	  
are	  a	  lot	  of	  very	  open	  people	  and	  those	  against	  what	  their	  government	  does,	  but	  I	  feel	  it	  
is	  a	  topic	  where	  the	  general	  rule	  is	  "Don't	  ask	  them	  about	  it."	  !

Other	  things	  I	  learned:	  
how	  perfectly	  safe	  it	  is	  to	  
travel	  and	  be	  in	  the	  West	  
Bank	  (at	  least	  with	  a	  good	  
guide	  like	  Dan).	  	  I	  never	  
thought	  the	  food	  would	  be	  
so	  amazing….I've	  never	  
experienced	  such	  hospital-‐
ity	  towards	  total	  strangers!	  
That	  moment	  of	  being	  in-‐
vited	  to	  a	  cup	  of	  tea	  on	  my	  
First	  night	  deFinitely	  was	  a	  
key	  moment.	  	  !!

I	  felt	  very	  welcome	  in	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  liked	  the	  overall	  atmosphere	  and	  environ-‐
ment	  the	  people	  create	  with	  their	  mentality.	  	  !
It	  was	  also	  great	  seeing	  what	  kind	  of	  skills	  Muhanned	  (another	  guide)	  has	  with	  regard	  
to	  our	  senses.	  He	  smelt	  a	  cadaver	  ten	  minutes	  before	  we	  got	  there;	  	  he	  knocked	  out	  that	  
scorpion;	  he	  made	  tea	  and	  made	  a	  Fire	  with	  a	  few	  stones	  and	  wood	  he	  collected	  on	  the	  
way.	  If	  there	  was	  to	  be	  any	  big	  catastrophe	  he	  would	  deFinitely	  know	  how	  to	  survive	  
and	  feed	  his	  family.	  	  We're	  already	  starting	  to	  be	  useless	  and	  feel	  helpless	  if	  we	  don't	  
have	  our	  phones	  or	  the	  internet	  around	  all	  the	  time.	  !!
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Nathalia:	  !
First	  of	  all	  I	  would	  like	  to	  say	  that	  I	  feel	  very	  lucky	  to	  have	  had	  this	  opportunity.	  I	  have	  
learned	  so	  much	  about	  the	  conFlict	  in	  Israel-‐Palestine,	  and	  we	  were	  welcomed	  by	  lovely	  
people	  everywhere	  we	  visited.	  The	  experience	  that	  we've	  had	  is	  beyond	  what	  anyone	  
could	  learn	  from	  an	  academic	  course	  and	  also	  beyond	  the	  news	  headlines.	  I	  was	  very	  
touched	  by	  the	  stories	  we	  heard	  and	  I	  have	  great	  admiration	  for	  the	  resistance	  and	  
strength	  of	  the	  Palestinians	  despite	  the	  oppression	  imposed	  by	  the	  Israelis.	  Unfortu-‐
nately,	  when	  we	  visited	  Israel	  I	  didn't	  feel	  that	  the	  Israelis	  had	  much	  compassion	  for	  the	  
Palestinians	  and	  they	  seemed	  to	  be	  unaffected	  by	  the	  conFlict,	  but	  it	  was	  important	  that	  
we	  visited	  both	  sides.	  
I	  will	  continue	  to	  share	  what	  I	  have	  learned	  with	  my	  colleagues,	  friends,	  family	  and	  
hopefully	  raise	  awareness	  of	  the	  conFlict.	  The	  experience	  has	  also	  made	  me	  appreciate	  
having	  running	  water,	  electricity	  and	  overall	  freedom	  of	  movement.	  I	  now	  feel	  that	  I	  
have	  a	  strong	  connection	  with	  the	  areas	  we	  visited	  and	  I	  would	  love	  to	  go	  back	  and	  help	  
the	  people	  who	  are	  affected	  by	  the	  conFlict	  in	  any	  possible	  way.	  	  	  	  !
Noushin:	  	  !
It	  has	  been	  an	  amazing	  journey	  and	  a	  life	  changing	  experience.	  Over	  a	  small	  period	  of	  
time	  I	  felt	  I	  was	  fairly	  educated	  about	  the	  conFlict	  and	  the	  situation	  on	  both	  sides	  which	  
was	  one	  of	  my	  main	  objectives.	  It	  was	  physically	  and	  mentally	  challenging	  but	  I	  believe	  
the	  amount	  of	  time,	  effort	  and	  research	  put	  behind	  each	  activity	  really	  facilitated	  us	  
and	  made	  it	  such	  a	  joyful	  experience.	  	  !
We	  worked	  with	  the	  communities	  on	  the	  ground	  	  and	  had	  dialogues	  across	  the	  borders.	  
This	  was	  a	  great	  sense	  of	  achievement	  as	  we	  felt	  that	  we	  contributed	  to	  making	  a	  dif-‐
ferences	  by	  reducing	  the	  barriers	  and	  bridging	  the	  gaps	  in	  a	  most	  divided	  community.	  	  
We	  worked	  with	  people	  with	  such	  positivity	  and	  spirits	  who	  taught	  us	  that	  in	  spite	  of	  
suffering	  ,	  injustice	  and	  oppression	  their	  determination	  to	  do	  good	  has	  only	  become	  
stronger	  and	  stronger.	  	  !
It	  was	  wonderful	  to	  know	  that	  in	  spite	  of	  on-‐going	  struggle	  a	  large	  number	  of	  organisa-‐
tions	  are	  striving	  	  so	  hard	  to	  promote	  non-‐violent	  resistance	  and	  bridge	  the	  gap	  be-‐
tween	  Palestine	  and	  Israel.	  	  	  !
We	  have	  had	  some	  of	  the	  	  most	  amazing	  memories	  to	  take	  away	  such	  as	  playing	  with	  
children	  at	  refugee	  camp;	  visiting	  Batir;	  the	  home-‐stay	  in	  Kufr	  Malek	  and	  the	  Palestin-‐
ian	  wedding;	  the	  visit	  to	  the	  Dome	  of	  the	  Rock	  and	  the	  Holocaust	  museum	  in	  Jerusalem.	  
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ACCOUNTS TO 31ST DECEMBER 2013 !
                                                                                                            2013                              2012 
INCOME 
Donations                                                                                    14,950.00                      23,391.00 
Interest                                                                                               11.07                               6.38  
Total Income                                                                               14,961.07                      23,397.38           !
EXPENDITURE 
Contribution to Abraham Path and resources development        12,510.00                      19,665.00   
Development of student programme                                             2,001.27                        1,000.00 
Overheads                                                                                        364.76                            173.67     
UK Fundraising event (Oriental Club)                                          1,000.00 
AP Initiative meeting                                                                        710.54                                   -     
Total Expenditure                                                                         16,586.57                      20,838.67 !
BALANCE OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE                 1,625.50                        2,558.71          !
BALANCE SHEET as at 31 December 2013 !
ASSETS 
Bank balance                                                                                 4,866.57                         3,750.64         
Cash balance                                                                                      60.44                               91.33 
Total Assets being Bank and Cash balances                                 4,927.01                          2,336.97 
Less Liabilities - Creditors                                                           2,710.54                                  -     !
Total assets less total liabilities                                                   2,216.47                         3,841.97    !
Represented by Total Funds                                                       2,216.47                          3,841.97 
            
Audit Exemption 
•For the year ended 31 December 2013 the company was entitled to exemption under section 477  

of the Companies Act 2006 ['the Act'] 
•The members have not required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in 

question in accordance with section 476 
•The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act 

with respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts !
Approved by the Trustees on 9 March 2013 and signed on their behalf by Louise Sibley,  
Chairperson. 
                                                 !!
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!
Independent Examiner's Report on the Accounts!!
Report to the Trustees of the UK FRIENDS OF ABRAHAM'S PATH  on the accounts for the 
period ended 31 December 2012 as set out in the attached Accounts.!!!
Respective responsibilities of the Trustees and Independent Examiner! !
The Trustees [who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law], 
are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an 
audit is not required (under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the act)) and that an 
independent examination is needed.!!
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is 
eligible for independent examination as the Independent Examiner, it is my responsibility 
to! !
· examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the Act);!
· follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commissioners (under section 43(7)(b) of the Act); and!
·  state whether particular matters have come to my attention.!!

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement! !
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept 
by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also in-
cludes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking ex-
planations from you as Trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in a full audit, and consequently I 
do not express an audit opinion on the accounts.! !!
Independent Examiner's Statement! !
In connection with my examination, no matters have come to my attention ! !

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the re-
quirements!
· to keep accounting records! !
· to prepare accounts which accord with these accounting records!!
have not been met;! ! !

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper un-
derstanding of the accounts to be reached. ! !!!

Signed by:    MIKE EGAN FCA! 168 Lee Lane, Horwich, Bolton  BL67AF!
Date: 14 February 2014 
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